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Introduction of Holmwood'’s Online Learning

This manual explains briefly the most important aspects of the online courses English Premium,
Chinese Premium and Holmwood's Essentials.

Use of terms

English Premium

Holmwood's English Premium allows students to learn independently at their own speed and
level, yet still taking an active part in class activities. This new English course has been specially
developed for primary and secondary education with a seamless transition between schools.

Chinese Premium

Holmwood's online Chinese course is full of authentic Chinese text and dialogue with special
attention to learning characters, pinyin and pronunciation. With this course students can not only
study at school, but also independently at home.

English Essentials

With English Essentials we provide a wide range of study materials for students of all different
abilities and levels. Students can practice English at their own level and pace, either at school or
at home.

Student
A student / pupil / any person who uses the program to learn English

Teacher
A teacher / trainer / any person who manages a class of students

School admin
Any person who has full control of Holmwood's at entire school level, including the function of
adding students, teachers and other admins.

Support, FAQ’'s and contact

If you have questions, please contact support@holmwoods.eu or via the contact form on the

website.
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How to set up and use a school account (for all courses)

Setting up a new school starts with creating an account. If you already have a school admin
account you can go straight to “Creating an import list” on page 9. If you do not yet have a school
account you should browse to http://www.teflresources.eu and fill in the registration form at the
bottom of the page.

Notes:
You can change your language at the bottom right of the screen.

Holmwood's websites require secure modern browsers. If you have problems with displaying the
website, please check your browser on https://learning.holmwoods.eu/About/Device. We
recommend using Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox or Internet Explorer 11 or newer. Apple Safari
is not supported because of restrictions on audio recording from the browser.
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Navigation Menus

There are two main menus for navigating. The top menu which is always present and the left
menu in green, which is present in combination with the “Manage” menu on the top menu bar

and the “Results” page.

H‘M © tome @ Teach () mailbox ) Manage @ Help

Mavigate

Console
Locations
Classes
Students
Persannel
Subseriptions

Synchronization
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The Top Menu

Home
From home you can navigate to other areas and also view useful information.

Teach
From the teach menu you can:

e Browse teacher only content (Premium)

e Download worksheets and teacher guides (Premium)

e Browse student content

e Change settings directly related to the courses

e View students' results. Results are shown in various forms depending on the course. For

more information go to:
0 Essentials Results

0 Premium Results

Manage
The manage menu is used for any non-course specific changes. So for adding students, teachers,
classes, locations, and assigning subscriptions.

Help
In the help section you can find answers to frequently asked questions. Also, we provide useful
information on updates and new features through this section.
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Adding students

The quickest way to add students is to import a list using an Excel file or a .csv file. It is also

possible to add students manually.

Adding students manually

To do this click on “Students” and then “Manually create a new user account”.

Holmuwoods O rome @ Teach (@ Resuts (D) Maibox @) Manage (@ Help

Navigate

Login details
Console

Logations

Complete the form. Select a class from the drop down menu. A student may be in more than one
class. For example one class may have a subscription to English Essentials and another class may

have a subscription to Chinese Premium.
These fields are compulsory:

e First Name

e Last Name

e Class

e Email address

Once you have completed the form, click on “Submit”.
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A confirmation screen will appear with the option to add another user (top right).

:) Message: The changes were successfully saved

Simon de Gaul

—sack  Eom Uelete  Eoncredentials

Personal details
First Name
Gther name
Last name

Social Security Number
Login details
Student Iy

Email address

Classes
v

Settings

A anocher user —

de
Gau

TEaEE

sdegaul@holmwoods e

If you click the arrow level with the “Settings” You will see the default settings for this user. You

cannot make changes from this page. To make changes you will need to navigate to “course

settings”.

Helmeacds

Navigate

English Premium

English Exsent

Mg

8

tialy
Dietober 4

) Home

Simon de Gaul

Personal detalls
First Name
Other rame
Last name

Social Security Numbser

Login details
Student i

Email address

Classes
Ve

Settings

English Essentialy

Use Level Assessment Test:
ALTDMANG level SSusTment
Default Etening bevel
Default reading level:
Exercise pass result

Students can retry fai

O teach (@ Resuns () Maiox ) Manage

de

Gau

TeaEM

sdegaulEhoimwonds e

holmwoods.eu * info@holmwoods.eu



Adding students using a list

Creating an import list
If your school has an electronic student management system, it is probable that it has an export

function. Ask the administrator to provide you with an export with the following fields.

Notes

Student School Number or School ID
First Name

Other Name

Last Name

Class

Email address

Password

Location

The fields in bold letters are compulsory. You will not be able to add the students unless
these fields are completed.

Please do not put First Name and Last Name in one field. It will not work!

Each email address must be unique. Email addresses are used as usernames and to
inform students of deadlines set by teachers. They are not passed on to third parties.
Please see Holmwood's privacy policy.

You may add a unique synchronization number. This is used when students change from
one school to another. If you want to use synchronization numbers, please contact
support@holmwoods.eu.

All classes entered in the import file will be created automatically by the system
All locations entered in the import file will be created automatically by the system.
If you do not add a password, a password will be automatically created.

Do not leave empty lines between entries

If you do not have an electronic management system and only have a small school, it is advisable

to create your own Excel list with the details as given above. This document remains a handy

record of students’ usernames and passwords.

The list should be saved as .xlsx, .xls or .csv

Example import List

National

1 Student D Student School ID  First Name (Cor Other name Last name (Comp Class (Con Email address (Compulsory) Password  Location
2 H10001001 21210001 Albert Achterberg 2HA 12AA@demoschool.nl JHGjhg87 Den Haag
3 H10001002 21210002 Piet de Groot 2HA 12PDG@demoschool.nl TGr56TGr Den Haag
4 H10001003 21210003 Johan van Dam 2HA 12JVD@demoschool.nl NBYt786 Den Haag
5 H10001004 21210004 Achmed Bland 2HA 12AB@demoschool.nl NB7Gf54 Den Haag
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Importing Students
Once you have the import list and you are confident that it is completed correctly, click on
“Students”. Then click on “Import a file with exported user details”.

Hqi_m.ﬂ_“.gi‘d—.’_ © tome @) Texch (@ Aesuns Q) Maimox ) Manage

Students

Search

Subscriptions

English Premium

Pitpa. helmwocd edge srnemstatis nel Manage/ impot

This page provides you with information about importing.

Helmeooas © tome @ Texch (@ Aesuns () Maibox G Manage

Import users

With this wizard. you can Impont wsers very quickly using an Exce or C5¥ (Comma Separated Values) file Mary
5CNoG] Management systems can generate swch a file,

File requirements
The file must be of the Tolowsng type:

® Exced 2003 or greater [*.x4s or *xisx)
* Comma separated valies [*.cs o * bt}

The fallowing details must be included in the exported fe:

« First name
Navigate * Last name

® F-mail address
o Class

You can sto include other dats, suck as:

= Mddie name

* Sudent id

* SOcial Seturty NS {reguine If youTe Iransfeming students from ather schools)

® Password gminimum length of § it no d s included, ane wil be B
for the usen

* Leeation

W can S0 this for you

1 yaurre Aot sure sbout what youve doing, send vt your B at Enporihalmwoods.eu and wel da & foi you

English Premium
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Select the Excel or .csv file. Match the columns with the fields where necessary and click “next”

Ho_‘,m.ﬂ_"'&i‘d—.’_ © tome @) Texch (@ Aesuns Q) Maimox ) Manage

, 2
Match fields

Your file was uploacied successfullyl

To import the user deqalls property, we need to know where tg-find the right data

Below are disphayed the first four rows from the file. all you need 1o do is mateh them up.

Field Column
First name [ e pame ccomousary =
Gther rume | Ciner name E
Last rame [ cast rame tcomputsorn B
£-mail address [ Emat aszess compusany) v
Passward == v
Sttt 1o | P — -
e Class | Ciass (Compuscry) E
) Location [ ocation v
Subscriptions Sacial Security Numbser [ Hatoas snacent v

You can choose whether or not you want to send students an email with their login details,
whether or not to reset passwords of existing user accounts and whether or not to remove
existing students from their old classes. Select the options you require and click “start import”

Ho_‘,m.ﬂ_"'&i‘d—.’_ © tome @) Texch (@ Aesuns Q) Maimox ) Manage

Options

Bedore beginning the Import, you need 1o confgune these cptions.

Should users sutcrnatscally recenve an e-mail with fogn details and instructions on hew 10 get o+
started with the program? -

v
1f the user exists, should their pariaword be updated?

-
W the wser extsts bus the chss i different. shoud the user be remaved from the oid dass?

Miens

English Premium
tolr
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You will see a status bar showing the progress of the import. This can take up to 30 minutes
depending on the amount of students. For small schools with less than 500 students the process
should take less than 10 minutes. Please do not navigate away from the page during import.

Ho_‘,m.&‘"&i‘#l © tome @) Texch (@ Aesuns Q) Maimox ) Manage &
Your file is being processed
A couple of Holmbats have been dspatched o process your fle and create user accounts.
Depending on the number o records in your e, this could take uplo several minutes
Status: Queued

Navigate

Students

Personnel

Subscriptions

Once the file has been imported the results will be shown.

Ho_‘,m.&‘"&i‘#l © tome @) Texch (@ Aesuns Q) Maimox ) Manage

User import result

The users from the file you ipinaded have been imported
Here's an averview of what we managed to get out of the file you uplobded

12 0 0

WEW UISER ACCOUNTS ENISTING ACCOUNTS UPDATED ERROSS

Import overview

An Excel report has been created for you with the result of the Imgort process
This fhe also contairs the login detads of all the users.

Navigate

Students
Personnel

Subseriptions

English Essentiats
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You can download an import overview which will give details of any errors that have occurred
and well as providing a record of the students’ details including usernames and passwords.

A B cC D E F G H ] K L
1 |User Import Sum}narv
2 Date: 2014-08-04
3
4 First name Other name Lastname Class Username Password  Status
5 Albert Achterberg  2HA 12a8@demoschool.nl JHGjhg87  Created
6 Piet de Groot ZHA 12PDG@demoschool.nl  TGr36TGr  Created
7 Johan van Dam 2HA 12iWD@demoschoolnl  NBYt786 Created
8 Achmed Bland ZHA 12aB@demeschool.nl  NB7Gf54 Created
9 Susan Dupont FCE 125D@demoschool.nl rxsToGKF  Created
10 Rachel Crab FCE 12RC@demoschool.nl  9srpKZGl  Created
11 Guy BEC Top FCE 126T@demoschool.nl Rwrend05  Created
12 Lukas Smit 5VB 12L5@demoschool.rl v5cny7P6  Created
12 Pablo dé Alvarez 5VB 12PDA@demoschool.nl  NB786frS  Created
14 Ami Dovaka 5VB 12AD@demoschool.nl  ZtpyOleB  Created
15 Yvonne Fong SVB 12¥F@demoschool.nl M6b7AzGx Created
16 Arthur van Ariesen 5VB 12ava@demoschool.nl  kO2ee7Bk  Created

Synchronisation of existing student accounts

If existing student accounts should be updated, e.g. moved to another class, you can include their
extisting details in the import list and insert the new class they should be in. During the import
process, the system will check and update the existing accounts and automatically move users to
the correct class.

The system checks for the following details. At least one of these details should be identical in the
system and the import list in order to update the existing accounts.

1. Username (email address)
2. Synchronization number
3. StudentID
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Assigning/replacing students to classes

If you have student who haven't yet been assigned to a class or have to be replaced to another
class, go to “Students” in the left green menu and click “Browse student list". Select the students
you want to assign to a class/replace to another class. Click “Move”, select a class from the drop
down menu and click “OK".

To see student accounts that are not linked to any class, go to “Unassigned students” on the
“Students” page.

Subscriptions

Removing student accounts

You can remove student accounts from the student list. Go to “Students” in the green menu on
the left and click “Browse student list”. Select the student accounts you wish to remove and click
“Delete”.

Note: When you delete a student account, all information will be removed. This cannot be
undone. Therefore, please only delete student accounts you are sure will not be used in the
future!

Reset passwords

If you want, you can reset the passwords for an entire class or even the entire school with just
one click. To do this, choose “Reset passwords” on the “Students” page. Choose the classes you
want to reset the passwords for, choose whether or not you want to notify students about their
new login details and click “Submit”. A download with the new login details will be offered to you.
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Assigning subscriptions to classes

Once your students have been imported the next step is to assign subscriptions to classes. The
classes have already been created in the import process.

Using the green menu on the left side navigate to “Subscriptions”

Helmpooas Q tHome @ Teaxch (B Resus () Maibox ) Manage

Your subscriptions

Below |5 an overvew of your organizitian’s cuent subicriptions.

English Premium

Auguit £ 2014 - October 4, 2014

Navigate

Corsale
Locations

sh Essentials

Classes En

Students

Personnel August £, 2014 - October 4, 2014

Subscriptions

English Premium
Al 4. *14 - Dctobey 4 14

English Essentialy
AURUSE 4, *t4 - Dctober 414

Here you can see an overview of subscriptions. Here you can see that both English Premium and
Essentials are available.

By the subscription you wish to use, click on “Manage classes in subscription”

Click on the class on the right side (in grey) which you want to be in the subscription.

Ho_lg!_g";'i’. © tome @) Texch (@ Aesuns Q) Maimox ) Manage

English Premium

Mavigate

Corsale
Locations
Classes
Students
Personnel

Subcriptions.

In this case we have chosen 2HA to be in the English Premium subscription. Classes 5VB and FCE
will not have access to English Premium.
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By clicking the back button, or on “Subscriptions” in the green left menu, you will return to the
main subscription page where you can assign more classes or make changes. We will now add
classes to the Essential subscription. Click on “Manage classes in subscription” in the Essential
area and then click on the classes you want to add to Essentials. We have added 5VB and FCE. If
you click on the classes again, they will be taken out of the subscription.

Helmeseoas © tome @ Texch (@ Aesuns () Maibox G Manage

English Essentials

You need 10 fink classes to this subscription to make the course avallable o students. You can only sdd dasses as
lang a5 you Gon't exceed your SUBSCRRLON's Lsey allowance, <t ~-Click a class 1o A of remove it

Navigate

Corsale
Locations
Classes
Students
Personnel

Subseriptions

Subscriptions

English Premium
Al 4. *14 - Dctobey 4 14

Students are now able to use Holmwood's. Note: Unless settings are changed students will start
with an assessment test. If you want students to start at a fixed level, you should change the

course settings.
Adding classes manually

It is possible to add a new class manually. Go to “Classes” in the green menu on the left and
choose “New class"”. Enter the class name, choose a subscription to assign the class to, assign
teachers to the class and click “Submit”.

He_,r_l'!‘_':’_-—""d-’—l Q rome @ Teach () Malbox  § Manage @ Help

Edit class

Navigate

cormuke
Logations
Clarses
Swdents
Prrsonnel
Satncriptions.

Synchrosization
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Adding teachers

To add a teacher to the system click on “Personnel” in the left green menu bar.

] ;
weeds
Helmeoeds

Locations

Classes

Students.
Persaanel

Subscriptions.

scriptions

O tHome @ Teach @ Fesuis () Mailbox

Personnel

T

@ Manage

ese's an overvew of sl the parsannel user sccounts linked 1o your institution. These accounts have elevsted

privliges ard admaristrathve soess
Use the Filter’ option 1o show Specific ser types.

Keep in mird that a schooladmin & asa a teacher and a manager.

v | ] e

Click “Add user” and fill in the form and select the role as “Teacher”.

] :
weeds
Helmeoeds

Navigate

s
Classes
Stadents
Persaanel

Subscriptions.

English Essentlals
August 4,14

O tHome @ Teach @ Fesuis () Mailbox

Add user
—Back

Fill put the form and click the Bution 1o add the new uses

Firtharme Jack
Otrer name Teacher

Last name Smin

E.mal acdress Paghommoods e

Pawword  essss .

Confiem patowerd  essssss

Rale E'lmher v

[1%end e-mail with lugin detits and nstructions.

|

@ Manage

Click “Submit” when the form is complete and your new teacher has been added.

It is now necessary to assign the teacher to a class or classes.
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Assigning teachers to classes and changing class location

Navigate to “Classes” via the green left menu and open up the class you want to assign a teacher

to.

Holmscod:

Navigate

Corsale
Locations
Classes
Students
Persannel
Subesiptiony

Synehronizaton

o Home

© each @ resuts (D) Malbox ) Manage (@ Help

< that are linked 10 your account. Click 60 8 Bss 5 see more detads.

Location Teachers

Test Gy Marijn de Tes:docent

To add a teacher, go to “Edit”, click “Add another teacher” and select the teacher you want to
assign the class to. Finally click “Submit”.

It is also possible to change the class location from this screen. Select the location and then click

“Submit”.

Holmazods.

Navigate
Conrmale
Locations
Classes
Studerts

Perscnnel

Subsariptions

synenranizaton
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Using Holmwood's as a Teacher

Logging in

You can log into Holmwood's at https://learning.holmwoods.eu.

You will already have received an email from us or your school administrator with your username
and password.

Hp’l_w-_wja_di @ inloggen ) Registreren

Inloggen

Gebrukersnaam

Wachtwoord

A Onthoud mijn gegevens

x

S

Home  PrveBelsld  Gebrukersoverenkomst  Neem contact op TAAL NEDERLANDS

£ 2014 - Holmwoad's Online Learning

Notes:
You can change your language at the bottom right of the screen.

Holmwood's websites require secure modern browsers. If you have problems with displaying the
website or things not working, please check your browser here:
https://learning.holmwoods.eu/About/Device We recommend using Chrome, Firefox or Internet
Explorer 11 or newer.
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Welcome screen

After logging you will see the welcome screen when logging in for the first time. Choose your
native language shown on the pop-up window. It is important to for you and students to choose
your native language and not English because the premium learning content uses this for the

vocabulary translation function. Some exercises will not function correctly if you set your native
language to English.

After making the language choice you will see your homepage.

Ho_lg!_g";'i’. © tome @) Texch (@ Aesuns Q) Maibox ) Manage

Welcome back, Jack Teacher Smith

Select @ course beiow to actess rescerces and keep track of ynur students

Your courses

Pick & course 10 browse Student exerises. find lesson plans of Interesting extra materlals

s are up to

+ resuilts ar manage dasses ard user accounts.

_

User Act

vity

This chart shows the number of active users from yous dasses over the st few days

7
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Browsing the teacher and student materials

As a teacher it is possible to see materials exclusively for the teacher and the student exercises.

English Premium

English Premium has a range of materials specifically for teacher and class use. Each unit
contains downloadable materials such as a teacher guide and worksheets. Teacher guides
contain flashcards that can be copied onto colored cards and laminated if desired. Units may also
contain vocabulary lists and occasionally other materials.

The teacher also has access to smartboard exercises. These may be exercises that are also
available to students and they may also be exercises that are exclusively available to teachers.

To view the teaching and learning materials go to “English Premium"” and “Browse content”.

Hnlm,"_'“'_"i’ © tome @) Texch (@ Aesuns Q) Maibox ) Manage

English Premium

Class Lecation Students

2HA Cun Hang 4
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In the next screen you select the preferred Level. You may choose from the Pre-A1 levels
Discoverers, Explorers and Pioneers.

Holm.&'ﬂ'i’ © tome @) Texch (@ Aesuns Q) Maibox ) Manage

h Premium

£ ctarted

When you click on “Explorers” and select “Unit 1" you will see the following screen.

Holm.&'ﬂ'i’ © tome @) Texch (@ Aesuns Q) Maibox ) Manage

A b teacher, you tan sctess smartbos
You can slso access the unk: snd browse the

& in clars, Sebect a file 1o domiload It to your eomputer.

}.
From this screen you can view smartboard exercises, student exercises and all the downloadable
materials.
22
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Student Exercises
Teachers are free to navigate through the course as they wish, but students are guided by the
program.

H&n_aa_g_g‘;.’. o ngisnpremium f Explorers I unt1 & jack Teacher smit

Introguction Fip

Skl vocsbulary
Time 5 minutes
Bifficulty LE R J

START ACTHITY -
= —nr= . e 2

o ©c ® ©6 ©®6 0 ® ® © © 0
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English Essentials

Teachers can browse all exercises in the Essentials area. Depending on the settings, students
may only be able to see exercises on their level except grammar exercises, which are all available
regardless of the level.

To access the exercises go to “Teach” on the top menu and then click on “Browse content”

Ho’[r"’(“‘."—'idi © Home @ Teach @ Resuts () Mailbox @ Manage -

English Essentials
This your course overview page. From here you can access course content, extra materials, class and user results,
and manage student progress.
Test Teacher
B Account
Browse content Course settings Content control
I+ Logoff

. Goals elo
Your school E
You haven't created any goals yet.
& Holmwood House

& chi h pr
English Premium
Premium 2, Essentials

Classes

These classes currently have access ta the course and have been assigned to you, Select a class to see results or
indiividual user progress

Class Location Students

Essentlals Amersfoort 3 open—

From the screen below it is possible to access all listening reading and grammar exercises. From
the dropdown menu you can filter the exercises by level or show all levels.

'r!glr‘\'_‘,ﬁ‘i’i‘ % Engish Essert

Listening Reading Grammar 0
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Virtual classes

As a teacher, you can only manage classes that are assigned to your teacher account. In English
Premium, it is possible to divide classes up into different groups, based on student level or
performance. To do this, go to “Teach” and choose “English Premium”. On this page, you see a list
of classes that are assigned to you. Click “New virtual class” to create a virtual class.

‘rra_,‘_,“”_."d__?f—:d—.‘ o Home ° Teach o Manage @ Help

English Premium

ng
i, —

From here you Can ACCess Course Conlent. extra materials, class and user

*

Goals

You haver't created any goals yet

rrently have access to the course and have been assigned 1o you. Select a class to see results or

Class Students

English Premium 1

Wirtual classes

Name the virtual class, select the students you want to place in the virtual class by searching their
names, and click “Submit”. The virtual classes appear under “Virtual classes” in your class list and
can be managed in the same way as regular classes.

Create a new virtual class

You can create a virtual class to better group your students. These classes are only visible to you, not to
colleagues or students.

Class name Level 1
Course English Premium

Students : ch

€ Klaas Jansen

€ Jan de Jong
€ Piet de Vries
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Results

Results are shown in different ways. Premium results concentrate on how students are
progressing through the course and Essentials results focus on the grades obtained and the
number of grades obtained for the different skills. To access the results for a course, click on the
top menu item “Teach”, go to “Results” and click the relevant course.

HM’i © Home @ Teach (@ Resuts () Maibox ) Mansge 2

Results

Please choase a course to view the results and statistics of your classes and students.

English Essentials

Color coding
Throughout the learning environment, a color coding is used to represent students’ scores.

Scores including and above 75%: green
Scores between 55% and 75%: orange
Scores below 55%: red

Premium Results
In the overview each teacher sees their own classes. Click on “Open” to see the class results.

“

H(;hrw__'ﬂ'j!f'i © Home @ Teach (@ Resuits () Mailbox @) Manage -

English Premium
These classes currently have access to the course and have been assigned to you. Select a class ta see results or

Individual user progress.

Test Teacher

class Location Students

B Ac
Chinese & English Premium Amersfoort 14 Open—
English Premium 1 Amersfoort 26 open —
English Premium 2 Amersfoort 7 Qpen —
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Premium Progress Report

The initial view is a general progress report. This shows the level of the student, the unit, and the
percentage of the unit that has been completed.

For more detailed information click on the student’s name. The traffic light indicator shows how
well the student is doing.

}‘ro_!_rg\_ln_ﬂ'ﬂ_“i © rome @) Teach (@ Resuts () Malbox ) Manage @ Help

Results - English Premium 1

dus
! ) f
Daame Level unit Progress (-]
®
2 ®
Results
Progress repart.
Test results
Exercise results .

This screen provides more detail on the student’s progress. Click on a skill in the scorecard to get
a detailed overview of the student’s results for that skill.

Ho_!_r,n_el_v-ﬂ_di O Home @ Teach (B Rosurs () Maidox ) Manage e

Anne Roos de Korte

Frogress

Here's where youTe at In the course. Your current bevel and unit are biue.

Picreers

UnitE  Unt Undin Undil UnZi1z Unti3

Scorecard [+]
0y -
1 7% : 76 % 86 %
istzning Reading Viocabulary.
-
i =, £
Spesting Grammae weiting
Recent activity
Untenisg - 30140-01 G 16R 3 | Gramear 0040628 1848
Finlshed exercise Plants in the Desert Video TF with 1 Finished exsrtise Creosote Bush with a score of
ascoreof 714 se

Viseatnliey - 0140618 18275 o Meadeg- 20140618 1RGN

Finished exercise Rebecca's Diary - Plants in the ° ' Finished exerrise Rebeoca's Notes - Tricks 1o get
Desert 2 MC with & seore of 76.9 Waler MC 1 with & store of 60.0

Listeriog - 20180804 13:31 B = Meadig. 201305.27 BEIIN

Finlshed exerc " ' Finished exertise Aebecca’s Notes - Desert Plants
with ascore of 3.3 Match with & score of 71.4

Vieatnliey - 20140515 18761 +  Ustenng 20140815 1810 R

You can also use the search function in the “Teach” menu to get access to a student’s results
immediately.
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Premium Test Results

By selecting “Test results” in the green menu on the left it is now possible to access the level tests’
and the unit tests results. In the dropdown menu in the grey area marked as “Level”, it is possible
to choose which results are viewed. The default view with nothing selected will show the level
results as shown below.

% ~
Ho!l’ﬂ'_ﬂ"_"—d—‘ © Home @ Teach @ Resuls () Mailbox @) Manage
Results - English Premium 1
Results » English Premium » English Premium 1
Review the results of your students in the class. Use the menu on the left to navigate between the different results
views.
Test Teacher
ount Level
Select =)
Test results
This overview shows the end-of-leve| resuits of your students, Select a level above to view unit test results.
F el &
g5 f
E 5| d
y | E|E
E |8 &
il 1
Results Name & | & | &
Progress report Mike Kerssies 100
Test results Anne Roos de Korte 96
Exercise results Fam de Korte 72
Willem Krijgsman 37
lise Loaljen 55
Vanessa Medina &1
Roel Meesterburrie 27
Student Mozaiek
Chelsea and Nick
Mike Paine v

By selecting a level from the dropdown menu it is possible to see the results of the unit tests
within the level selected.

H,g'lv_ga_f__,__'fff{“ Q) tome @ Teach (@ resuis () Maibox € Manage

Results - English Premium 1
Results » Engish prem)um » Engi premum
Review the results of your students in the class. Use the menu on the left to navigate between the different results
e,
Test Teacher
B account i
- Logoff Explorers v
Units
Hunit 1 Munit2 Munit3 S Uunits & Units Cunite Qunit?
Cunits Clunits Cunit 10 CJunit11 Ounit12 CJunit13
[DESELECT AL

Test results

The overview shows the end-of.unit test results of your students. Use the fiters abave to chogse what units you
Results want to see
Deselect the level to view end-of-level test results.

Progress report

Testresults

Exercise results

T b} ] pid L
Name g 5|5 5|5
Mathilda Banfield 66
william Banfield 76 68 63 B
irks Bouman 52 s3 s57 | 61
Mirthe Bouman 8 | 73 | 73
Pauline van Brink sd 85
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By selecting “Exercise results” in the green menu on the left it is possible to access all the results
of the individual exercises. Using the dropdown menu it is possible to filter which results are
viewed. The default view with nothing selected will show all results.

i',_!!'»_m_g,ﬂ"i O Home @ Teach (@ Resuns () Maibox ) Manage g
Exercise results
Reslts » Erglish Premium » Evercise results
Select & S it from the list to see a Bdt of &l exerciss sttemgts. By selecting 80 atempl, you cén see the
student's submission
Course Class
Engish Premum Engisn Premsum 1 |
Student Module
Ares: Roos de Kore ~|
L] Exercite Store
0 2067 Plants in the Desert Video TF 20140700 06 R ]
Results e 3195 Plants in the Desert Video Match 2014-66-04 1351 h k]
Progress report e 3195 Plants in the Desert Video Match 20140515 1843 1 100
Test results 0 2067 Plants in the Desert Video TF 20140515180 B n
Exercise resulls e 35 Plants i the Desert Match 20140508 1902 h 100
o 3284 Listening Test 20140506 1845 h B
e 6387 Song Time Fun B8
e a3 Volcanoes Animation n
® = Chelsea & Nick - Mick's Road Trip B
e May Amboy Crater video 20140505 1348 h n
e 3187 Amboy Crater Yideo 201405051342 h 50
o 3188 Chelsea & Nick - Nick's Road Trip 20140505 1347 h 100 w

By clicking on an exercise, teachers can see which answers a student chose.

Anne Roos de Korte. Date and time  Apeil 17,2014 1930
Pictusre Writing Test Scare 750

Question Answer
@ Theocean s blue The water ks tiue
@ FRebecea is pliying ot the beach Fbeca bs pliying

@ Rebecca b5 in the water. Retecca thoes in America herwith — 0.00

famiy.
Faise

@ Theee are umbreliss on the beach Riebtcea’s beother i four years od
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Essentials Results
The first screen for the Essentials results shows the class and user results (Also shown in the
green left hand menu). To gain access to the results click on “open”.

Hodﬁ,"_“i"'—di © Home @ Teach @ Rosuis Q) Maibox @ Manage -

English Essentials

The: Tently have access t the couse and have been assigred 1o you, Seiect a class to see results or

adividisal uses progress

Class Location Stsdents

Essentlals Amenfoort El Open —

Results
Chass and user results.
Advanced search and esport

Exstcise results

From this screen (below) there is a simple overview of the passes and fails within a class and also
a column showing the amount of unique exercises. This is useful if students are allowed to do the
same exercise multiple times. To check this setting go to: “Retry policy”. The same screen also
includes a filter option and an export facility which allows results to be exported to an Excel
document. This last option is the “Advanced search and export” function that can also be
accessed from the left green menu.

Hg_Lm_ny_ﬂ"i‘ © Home @) teach (@) mesuis Q) maimox () Manage B

FEEC] 20140828

+ ereite thouid Be uasd? Highiest ~

Stuent Lowel Passen Failed Unique

gk Exsantiah

Explorers 2 0

Results

Explorers o ] 3
Clats anid user resislls

Advanced search and espar

ExErOse resus

You can also use the search function in the “Teach” menu to get access to a student's results
immediately.
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Course settings (admins & teachers)

The Course settings can be adjusted from the admin and the teacher account. The admin can
change the settings for any class within the school whereas teachers can only change the settings
for their own classes.

The admin and teacher screens have some differences.
Admin

Helmueods © tome @ Teach (B Resubs () Maibox ) Manage

Welcome back, gschool@holmwoods.eu
This chart shows the numbser of active users From your school over the last few days.

0 0 0 0 0

AL STUBINTS Thacwges M AR aaSE

Manage Subscriptions
00 you need 10 change somsething [Bilows Are Your EuFrently AcTve sUbLEplnas,

August £, 2014 - October 4, 2014

B/ 100 Users
m

-
= R S F
Teacher
Ho_‘;‘_ﬂ_&ﬁ‘i’: © tome @) Texch (@ Aesuns Q) Maibox ) Manage

Welcome back, Jack Teacher Smith

Select a rourse beiow to artess resoeroes and keep track of ynur students

Your courses

Pick & course 10 browse Student exerises. find lesson plans of interesting extra materlals.

s are up to

16 e your Sudents’ results or mansge dasses and user Accourts.

_

User Activity

This chart shows the number of active users from yous dasses ower the kst few days.

7
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To change course settings go to “Teach” on the top menu. If the teacher or admin has two or
more subscriptions they will first see this screen. They should then choose the course for which
they wish to change settings.

e
Ho[mﬂl’_g‘iﬁ_‘, © Home @ Teach (@ Resuts () Maibox ) Manage

Welcome back,, gschool@holmwoods.eu

From this page you can access teacher-specific tools. Click on 'Classes' to see what your students are up to and
how they'e progressing.

Your courses

Pick a course to browse student exercises, find lesson plans or interesting extra materials.

Subscriptions

English Premium
AugUSt 4, '14 - October 4, ‘14

English Essentials
August 4, '14 - October 4, 14

L —

If a teacher or admin only has one subscription they will go directly to this screen. Here they can
click on “Course settings".

H"M. O rome @ Texch @ Resuns () Mabox (D Manage

BCceds i the course and have been assigned to you. Select & class 1o see results or

Class Location Stusdents
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Premium Course settings
For Essentials course settings click here.

Teachers and admins can adjust both class and student levels. The class level is the default start
level for new students in a class. As soon as a student actually starts working, the student
account will no longer respond to class level changes. You can find more information on how to
change the class level here.

From the setting page ensure that Premium is selected (step 1)

’{OJ;"L‘“L"ﬁ-"I‘ 0 Home ° Teach o 0 G}

A

Test Teacher

Your school
i Vloimwood House

i Class 7, English Premium 1 @ seicc a course

With step 2 you can choose if you allow students to use the “Level Assessment Test” (LAT).

Level Assessment Test (LAT)

This is in an intake test which determines at which level a student should begin. It is only useful if
the teacher is going to allow the student to work independently. If the teacher wants to keep the
student on a particular level and in a particular unit, then the LAT should not be ticked.

Exam pass percentage
Set the pass level for students. Holmwood's recommends between 60% and 70% for Premium.

With Step 3 you select the classes for which you wish to apply these settings to.

Finally you click “Submit” and the page refreshes allowing you to change settings for other classes
Or courses as necessary.

Speaking exercises are mandatory

For the speaking exercises, a working microphone is needed. If no microphones are available,
you can allow students to skip the speaking exercises. The exercises will still be available, but
students don't need to complete them. If the speaking exercises are optional, their color changes
from blue to purple in the learning environment.
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Change students’ current level
In order to change the current level of one or more individual students, click “Change students'’
current level”.

Ho_!_r:‘_‘:’_f-‘.“_‘.il © dome @ Teach (@ Resuls () Maibox ) Manage

Settings

Hiere you Can sat the Sefauit values for your ourse pbr chass.

e of your students to anather level you need 1o ditk the link beiw,

e Seaiming nvironment for your stuger
af the course, 8. the level your

t by choosing 3 Course, then change the settings for
etRings to apply 1o, and chick the ‘Save butts

urse: then chogse which IDcations or classes you
finish

Cowse English Premarm

Subscriptions
10 railable settings
English Premium

A 4 A 27,15 b ok oot

Tost E]

(-1

Englsh Basertiaty Exafm n4ss percertage o
Juby 22. 14 - Sepbember 22,28

1€ select classes

Class LAT Default level Exam pass
Groepd - 'y 23
2 - iy (23

g Rotrmood s Teadh et sounabts S, Progns

Select the students whose level you want to change, choose the level you want and click “Submit”.

1 setect one or mare casses’ ) seiect ene o more stugents!

Gmep = Koes Jansen
M2

el de Vres

€ chocse a tevel @ chaose the unit

Drscaverers (Pre-A1)
AL

Pineers (Ple-AT)
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Essentials course Settings
To reach this page first read Course Settings.

Teachers and admins can adjust both class and student levels. The class level is the default start
level for new students in a class. As soon as a student actually starts working, the student
account will no longer respond to class level changes. You can find more information on how to
change the class level here.

From the setting page ensure that Essentials is selected (step 1)

Holmuwoods O Home @ Teach (@ Resuns (D) Maibox @) Manage

Settings

Engisn Essenats

Subscriptions

English Premium
AUgIAT 4, 714 - October 4 14

English Essentals
AU 4, 14 - Dictober 414

Step 2

Use Level Assessment Test (LAT)

This is in an intake test which determines at which level a student should begin. It is only useful if
the teacher is going to allow the student to work independently. If the teacher wants to keep the
student on a particular level, then the LAT should not be ticked.

If the LAT is not ticked two extra fields will become visible. These are the default start levels for
new students. You can choose listening and reading independently

Limit exercise pool to users' level
If this function is disabled, students are free to do exercises from all levels. For younger students
and schools we recommend keeping this option ticked.

Use Automatic Level Adjustment (ALA)

Students will automatically move between levels depending on their grades. If a student gets four
consecutive marks of 8 and above, they will go up a level. If they get four consecutive marks of 4
and below, they will go down a level.

35
holmwoods.eu * info@holmwoods.eu



36
holmwoods.eu * info@holmwoods.eu



Minimum level (only applicable in combination with ALA)
You can set the lowest level that a student may reach. This is useful when the ALA is active. It will
prevent students from going to the lowest level if they deliberately score low grades.

Default Level (Listening) (if LAT is not active)

This is the start level for new students in a class. If the student is an existing user they may have a
personal level. The personal level overrules the class level.

Default Level (Reading) (if LAT is not active)

This is the start level for new students in a class. If the student is an existing user they may have a
personal level. The personal level overrules the class level.

Exercise pass grade
The grade that is considered to be a pass grade. Holmwood’'s recommends between 55% and
70%

Retry policy
There are three options available after a student completes an exercise.

1. Students cannot retry any exercise after it has been completed regardless of the grade
obtained.

2. Students can retry exercises that have a fail grade as determined by the “Exercise pass
mark”.

3. Students can retry all exercises regardless of the grade obtained.

Step 3
Select the classes for which you wish to apply these settings to.

Finally you click “Submit” and the page refreshes allowing you to change settings for other classes
Or courses as necessary.
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Change students’ current level

In order to change the current level of one or more individual students, click “Change students'’
current level”.

H,,_lmm_a__o__o_,%"_l Q Home @ Teach (@ Rosuns (D) Maibox @) Manage

Settings

Hare you can set the cefault valaes for your course per class

Ve ONE OF Mare of your students 1o anatner level you need to chck the link b,

arming environment for your sSudents by changing some of the Seitings bEow, Yo
A e COUFER. €2, the eved your StUdents wil Start on, autamatic level adjutment

¢ elasses you

0 seiect acourse

Course Englsh Essentals

©) Avaitable settings

English Essentisls
Uty 22,14

<
-1

LAy Listening Reading Retry pol Pass mark
Mt e bttt T St e B3 P,

Select the students whose level you want to change, choose the level you want and click “Submit”.

Q) setect one or more classes’ €D seiect one o more stugents!
Gaoen E “  Lesring Onie

Leering Een

Kres e Groot

Jan van der Kiasssen

Flet Kaassen

BT wan

Maacien van Acasem
Yolante Snefiser-Cabau van Kasberpen

€ chocse alevel for listening @) choose a leve for reading

Discoverers (Pre-A1) & | Dmcoveters Pre-At)
3

Injerrediate (1)
Upper mtermeats (B2)
Advanced (C1)
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Exams, tests, goals, rewards

At the end of each unit there is a test. Students must do all the exercises in a unit before they can
do a test. If a student fails a test once, they can retake the parts that they failed. They will
generally be presented with an alternative version of the test. If a student fails the test a second
time they will be moved back to the beginning of the unit and will need to complete all the
exercises again before they can retake the test. Unit tests should take less than 15 minutes. Level
exams can take up to 60 minutes.

Scheduling exams and tests (Premium Only)

You can schedule tests and exams so that students do them at a time of your choosing.
Holmwood's recommends that teachers do tests and exams in a controlled environment when
possible. If you do not schedule a test or an exam, they will be open to students to do when they
please.

The exam scheduling settings can be found by navigating to “Teach” in the top menu and then if
you have more than one course select the premium course for which you wish to set an exam.
Click on the “+" next to “Scheduled exams” to create a new scheduled exam. Click on the list icon
to see the list of scheduled exams.

H.o,!ml"ﬂ’i‘ © tome @) Texch (@ Aesuns Q) Maibox ) Manage

Schedule exam

Subscriptions

English Premium
Augist 4, 14 - October & 14

[T — A - |
AlGpist 4, 14 - Dctober £ 74

b

I

bo T

You can select either a unit test or a level exam. Select the date and time which you wish for the

B

exam to become available. You have the option to select a second date and time for a re-sit to
become available. This is useful if students failed the first exam. Re-sits are normally different
from the first exam.
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Goals
Goals can be used to stimulate students to complete a required number and type of exercises.
The goals feature is available in Premium and Essentials but with some differences.

Goals can be found by navigating to “Teach” in the top menu and then if you have more than one
course select the course for which you wish to set a goal. Click on the “+" next to “Goals” to create
a new goal. Click on the list icon to see the list of created goals.

Teachers can create goals for the classes that are assigned to them. School admins can create
goals for all classes, but we recommend to let the teachers create goals themselves for maximal
effectivity.

Premium Goals
In English Premium, you can choose from two types of goals.

- Point in course: This type of goal lets you set a part of a certain unit that students need
to complete. This type of goal can be used for classes in which all students work on the
same level and in the same unit.

- Number of exercises: This type of goal lets you set a fixed number of exercises that
students need to complete. This type of goals can be used in classes in which each
student works on their own level and pace.

Inform students: By ticking this box students will be informed by both mail and on their
Holmwood's profile.

Holmgg_"_d:‘.. © Home o Teach (@ Manage (@) Help

0

Marijn de
Testdocent
B Account

- togof

Your school

Al 8. Testkias

Subscriptions

English Essentials
Walid el Jusy 13, 2015

English Premium
Valid until Ny 5, 2200
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Essentials Goals

Holmuwoods O Home @ Teach (@ Resuns (D) Maibox @) Manage

Subscriptions

English Premium
Auget 4,714 - October 4 14
Eruglich Sxsantisty

AlGpist 4, 14 - Dctober £ 74

|

- . ® S~ T .

In English Essentials, you can set a number of exercises to be completed with a pass grade. The
pass grade will either be the system default or the grade that you as a teacher or school admin
have set in the settings area.

Modules: Select the modules for which you wish to create a goal. Tip: It is best to only select one
module per goal. If you wish students to do more than one skill, it is better to create individual
goals for each skill.

Inform students: By ticking this box students will be informed by both mail and on their
Holmwood's profile.

Rewards
When a student does an exercise they are awarded x amount of points, regardless of the score.

Gold Medal
Students receive this medal for exceptional performance. In order to get this medal, students will
need to do 25 consecutive exercises with a grade of 8 or higher.

Learners Award
This is an award for students making a good effort. They will receive this award when they have
got 10 scores of 60 and above.

Listening Pro
This award is for students who are good at listening. They need to obtain 10 consecutive grades
of 8 and above for listening exercises.

Reading Pro
This award is for students who are good at reading. They need to obtain 10 consecutive grades of
8 and above for reading exercises.

41
holmwoods.eu * info@holmwoods.eu



Vocab Pro
(Premium only) This award is for students who are good at learning vocabulary. They need to
obtain 10 consecutive grades of 8 and above for vocabulary exercises.

To get access to the rewards of a class, go to “Results”, open up the class and click “Rewards"” in
the green menu on the left. You can limit the date range for which you want to see the rewards
by using the “Use rewards from” option.

}rg_lj_n,ggif. O Home @ Texh (@) Maibox @ Manage (@ Help

Uise remards from 20180001 20040122

Student Highscore Medals

Khaid Bouhlarous an a

Results

Projress repart
Test results
Exercise resuts

Rewards

s
I

Subscriptions

English Exseatials

To see the rewards of individual students, click “Open” in the class reward list. You will get a
detailed overview of the students’ points and medals.

}rg_l_r_n,ga__oi‘ O Home @ Texh (@) Maibox @ Manage (@ Help

Marijn de
Use rewards from. 20140901 20150122
Testdocent

Subscriptions

English Exsentials
il st Sctemnber 22, 2028

English Premium
Walic unthl Agust 27. 2015

Content control (Essentials only)

As a teacher, you might want to block access to certain content for your students. You can do this
by going to “Content control” in the “Teach” menu. To block exercises for all classes, just tick the
exercises you wish to block and click “Disable selected exercises for all classes”. If you want to
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block an exercise for one or more individual classes, click “Configure” and select the classes for
which you want to block the exercise.

}‘fo_l_""_"‘.ﬂ"—‘_[i © rome @) Teach (B Resuts () Malbox ) Manage @ Help

Filter exercises

Show o levels

Show bom disabled and enatied exprcises ¥ m

Exercise Level

9 0 o 0 0 0

Messaging

From the top menu you can access the mailbox. From here it is possible for teachers to send
messages to, and receive messages from students in their classes. It is possible to send a mail to
a complete class or select a single or multiple students.
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Before Starting the Premium Course

Students at an educational institution

Normally a teacher or school admin would place the student on a level. However it is also
possible for students to take the assessment test and be automatically placed on a level in the
course that is applicable for them. Allowing students to take the assessment test implies that the
teacher is prepared to allow students to progress through the course at their own pace.

Working through levels

The course consists of levels and units. There are 10 levels. Each level contains between 10 and
15 units. A unit consists of between 30 and 60 exercises. The time to complete a unit varies
considerably, but an indication would be between 2 hours and 6 hours. Factors such as student
ability and speed should be taken into account.

Students will start the course at the beginning of a unit. The student will be presented with 3
exercises. They should choose one of them. Once an exercise has been completed, another
exercise will become available, so that there are always three exercises from which a student can
choose.

Holmwood's recommends that students work in the order in which the exercises are presented.
This aspect of the course is important. There is a clear buildup of information within the course.
Vocabulary is generally taught before students are exposed to texts and audio content with new
words and phrases.

In the table below you can see how Holmwood's levels compare to the major international levels.

CEFR Holmwoods Anglia TOEFL TOEFL Cambridge IELTS
{IBT - Internet {Paper based
based test) test)

Proficiency

Advanced ACCEPT
Proficlency

Upper Advanced
Intarmediate

Intarmediate Intermediate
Pre-intermediats

Elementary Elementary

Breakthrough Preliminary

Explorers

Discoverars Junior

Beginners First step
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Note: February 2016. The levels B2 and upwards are not yet available.

Levels and school years

With Holmwood'’s it is not necessary to align school years with levels. Traditionally schools
assigned levels to a school year or grade, but this was only because there was no other easy
alternative. In reality students of one class are not all on the same level.

As a school you are free to spread one level across any period of time, whether that be 18
months or just 4 months - It is your choice.

For Example: If you start in Year 5 with Discoverers and you want to be finished with Pioneers in
Year 8, you can spread one level across two school years. However if you want to achieve the
same result, but start in year 6, then each year the students would need do one complete level.

Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8
Discoverers t/m 8 Explorers t/m 7 Pioneers t/m 4 Pioneers t/m 10
Year 6 Year 7 Year 8

Discoverers Explorers Pioneers

Holmwood's allows schools to be flexible. These are just examples and it is possible to choose
other scenarios. For advice on this or any other matter please contact us.

Exercises Types: Compulsory, Remedial and Advanced

There are three groups of exercises. There is the main core of material which is compulsory for
all students. These exercises must be completed before a student is permitted to take a test.

For students who score low grades extra exercises of a simpler nature will be added to the
course to ensure that they receive more practice. These exercises will only become visible to
students who score low grades and will not be generally available, also not to teachers (unless
they also score low grades!)

For students who work quickly and score good grades there are optional extra exercises that are
generally more challenging. These can be accessed on demand from the left side of the menu
bar in the learning area.

Individual learning and lessons

When the course is part of a taught course, it is important that the student is ahead of the taught
lessons. Worksheets that are provided for taught classes are generally based on the assumption
that students will have done the relevant exercises prior to the taught class. This is related to the
principle of input before output. You should generally think of input as being the passive skills
and output as the active ones. The input comes first from the content and exercises online. In
class there is opportunity for output which is based on what the student has previously learned
from the online exercises.
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Differentiated Learning

Differentiation is of particular importance in primary education. A typical class will contain
children of all abilities. English Premium is ideally suited for this situation and offers ample scope
to differentiate by ensuring that the student is the center of the learning process.

Take these three cases.

1. Astudentis given a high degree of freedom to work through English Premium at school
and at home. As a teacher you set a minimum goal that the student(s) must attain. If the
student wishes to go further, there is no restriction. Tests are open and the student can
take them when he or she is ready.

In the classroom you teach up to the minimum goal. Of course you can take into account the
differences in level within the class and adapt the lessons as necessary.

2. You create two or three groups within the class, each group at a specific level for English.
For each group you make an individual plan and set of deadlines. Providing there are
sufficient devices for students to work on English Premium, you can give instruction to
one group while the other groups work independently online.

3. You choose for minimal differentiation and keep the class together. You allow the quicker
students to use the extra advanced material which is available in every unit while the
slower students catch up.

The tests and exams are set to be open at times determined by yourself so that all
students will do the tests together. Only after the tests are completed can students
progress to the next level.

It is of course possible to combine these suggestions or to organize other possibilities. The choice
is yours to make.

Teacher Material

In each unit there is a downloadable teacher guide, a set of worksheets, flashcards and
vocabulary list. Together with the online course, this forms a complete course that can be taught
at school or other educational establishment. Teacher material can be downloaded and printed
and laminated as required.

Results

Students and teachers can see the results and progress. Holmwood's advises teachers not to
concentrate overly on individual results, but rather be guided by the general trend.
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General and didactical information about the courses

There are two main types of course. The Premium courses and Essentials courses. Both types of
course can be used by educational establishments, businesses and individuals. Courses
purchased by educational establishments and businesses come with an advanced student,
teacher and class management system that can also be connected to external student
management databases. All courses are online.

Premium Courses

Premium courses are complete guided courses that can be used with or without a teacher.
Premium courses come complete with downloadable lesson material for educational
establishments and businesses.

Essentials Courses
Essentials courses are training courses that focus on improving reading, listening and
grammatical skills.

Introducing English Premium

Language: US English, with elements of other varieties of English.

The course is based on a story. At the lowest levels it is about a young girl called Rebecca who
lives with her Dutch parents in America. As the story develops other characters are brought in to
appeal to a wide range of interests and ages.

The course is based on the communicative principle of language learning. Students learn English
by being exposed to it and working with it. Grammar is generally learned implicitly although
grammar lessons may be followed as an option at lower levels. “Essential” grammar is
compulsory at higher levels, but this is a minor part of the course.

Skills
Holmwood's Premium teaches students the following:

e Reading
e Writing
e Spelling

e Listening
e Speaking and Pronunciation
e Vocabulary

There are well over 30 different exercise types. Some are well known such as multiple choice,
gap, true/false etc. Some skills are best trained with a limited about of exercises types while
others can be trained using a wide variety of exercises. Below the different skills are listed with a
description of training method if this is unique to Holmwood's.

Reading is provided with various kinds of text. In the lower levels these are mainly in the form or
diary type entries and simple informative texts.
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Writing is practiced by:
Word order exercises. Words are dragged in the correct order to form sentences.

Short open questions. Short answers are written which Holmwood's Premium will check against a
list of possible answers.

Letter or text writing. Students are given clear assignments to write letters or texts. The letters or
texts are then typed into the web browser. On completion the submitted letters or texts will be
checked firstly by the program and then by a person. The checked letters or texts will then be
made visible to the student and teacher (where relevant) with accompanying comments.

Spelling is practiced with a specific spelling training exercise.
Listening is practiced by doing exercises with:

e Videos

e Video animations

e Audio

e Audio and text combined

Speaking and pronunciation

Speaking and pronunciation are trained together in one application. Students listen to a native
speaker and then try to copy them as best they can. The student’s imitation is recorded so they
can compare what they say, to the native speaker’s voice. Once the student is satisfied they can
move to the next word or sentence. The last recording made by the student is saved so that both
teacher and student can review it at a later time.

Vocabulary is trained within an intelligent trainer that learns which words students struggle with
and which ones they learn quickly or perhaps already know. Periodically even the easier words
are recycled to ensure that nothing is forgotten. The vocab trainer consists of learning and
testing exercises which are placed strategically throughout the course.

Vocabulary is trained and tested using written words both in a context sentence and on their
own. Students must also listen to the words and sentences being spoken. Finally each context
sentence is illustrated with an image. Using these three forms of input helps students to
remember words more easily.

Integration

Holmwood's Premium is highly integrated. Each unit has been created to ensure that students
retain the information that is learned. A typical problem with learning is that without constant
reviewing we forget the majority of what we have learned. This is known as “the forgetting curve”
(Memory: A Contribution to Experimental Psychology Hermann Ebbinghaus (1885)).

Holmwood's Premium is created to reduce the effect of forgetting by constantly recycling
vocabulary and grammar structures in various ways so that repetition does not become boring.
Exercises are kept short and varied. There are over 30 different types of exercise. Vocabulary and
grammar that is learned is introduced into speaking and writing exercises so that passive
knowledge becomes active knowledge and skill.
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Gamification

Points awards and medals are awarded to students for good effort and grades. Not only will the
points and medals stimulate students to perform well, but as a teacher you can increase the
value by creating class or inter-class competitions with your own rewards.

Introducing English Essentials

English Essentials provides students with a wide variety of training videos, texts and grammar
lessons. The didactical concept is to expose students to authentic English and to check their
understanding by comprehension exercises.

The materials are spread across nine levels. These stretch from Pre A1 to C2.

More information?

Any questions or comments, please contact us!

Mail: support@holmwoods.eu
Phone: +31 (0)30 32 00 079
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